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DOES ANYONE EVER GET STUDENTS TO 
MASTER THE CST???
• NO
• Since 2001

– 98.8 -99.4% pass 
rates

– 100%
• 2001
• 2002
• 2003
• 2004
• 2005
• 2006
• 2007

• 2008
• 2009
• 2010
• 2012
• 2013
• 2015
• 2016



My tricks of the trade

• Listen 
• Learn
• Review

And keep 
them 

engaged!!



My tricks of the trade
• Listen 

– to other educators
– To your advisory board
– To the hospital staff
– To your students
– To your results

• To your test scores
• Survey results

– To graduates



Listen to Other Educators
• State wide forum of Surgical 

technology instructors
• Master teacher conferences

– Or similar
• Educator conferences for AST
• Facebook

– Yes, facebook 
• Networking



Listen to your Advisory Board
• What do they want or need?
• What do they think about your 

students?
• What do they think they are weak 

at?
• What can you change?



Listen to the Hospital staff
• Visit your hospitals

– What do they say about your students?
– What do they say about your grads?

• ASK!

• Visit often
• Drop business cards so they know 

how to reach you



Listen to your students
• Are they miserable? 
• Are they happy?
• Ask them

– privately and publically
• Make them comfortable to visit you.

– Don’t only use your office for problems



Listen to your results
• CST exam results are a great tool to 

track your weaknesses. 
• Exam results can do the same. 
• Retention can also indicate an issue
• BE OPEN TO FEEDBACK!



Listen to your graduates
• Not just surveys
• Once graduated, the student may 

tell you something they wouldn’t tell 
you as a student
– It may be humbling
– It might not be nice
– You may learn something



My tricks of the trade
• Learn

– Online resources
– Text books
– Going to hospitals



Learn to use Online resources
• And teach your students to use them

– They always have time for Candy Crush



Learn to use your text books
• Have a ton of resources

– There are never too many!
• If you give printed notes, Don’t let 

them forget about the books
– Use them in the classroom
– Require that they use them



Learn at the hospital 
• Equipment is forever changing

– Keep up with new technology
– Or have quest speakers to assist.
– Go on tours? 



REVIEW
• Review

– Anatomy and physiology
• From day one to the last day

– Medical Terminology
• From day one to the last day

– Pharmacology 
• From day one to the last day

• Cumulative exams
– At least every 8 weeks

• Review for CST
– From day one to the last day



Review for CST
• Make assignments

– Some independent
– Some in class with their peers



SOCRATIVE
• www.socrative.com

http://www.socrative.com/


Kahoot
• https://getkahoot.com/ Great for 

pictures!!

https://getkahoot.com/


Study Mates (Respondus)
• Online resources through your 

campus















Require review
• Practice CST type exams



What else? Anything and everything!
• Utilize every opportunity

– Show examples (have a ton of stuff)
• Can even do quizzes on items? 
• Mayo quiz

– Jeopardy games
– Who wants to be a super tech?
– Scrub bowl

• Shared by another wonderful Surg Tech instructor
– Don Braziel  RIP 

– Team work on scenario reviews
– Turner technology
– Survivor





Fall review-Basics
• An emergency laparotomy is 

scheduled for a possible ruptured 
spleen.
– What is the prep and drape for this type 

of surgery?
– During this trauma, what would be 

important to know about counts?
– During the case there is excessive 

amounts of blood that has caused strike-
through. How would you fix this issue? On 
gown? On drapes?



More complex group studies………
• Bill had been suffering from 

constipation for many months. He 
finally went to a gastrointestinal 
specialist and he was scheduled for 
a Miles Resection. The surgery would 
be done under general anesthesia. 
He suffers from a latex allergy but the 
doctor did not seem concerned. 



• Quiz as you go in class..
– Rewards if you need to..
– T-shirts
– AST book bags

• Freebies we get from conference. 
• How many book backs can you use? 

– Candy, cheap and loved!
– Extra credit points

• NOT if it makes a failing student pass!



• Quiz.thefullwiki.org
– Anatomical pathology
– Many anatomy quizzes
– Surgical stapling quiz
– 44000 subjects 

• www.cram.com
– 1709 medical (surgery) flashcards

http://www.cram.com/
http://quiz.thefullwiki.org/


• Practicequiz.com
– Surgical technology exam prep
– Free daily questions
– Test mode
– Study mode

• www.purposegames.com
• Crosswordweaver

– Make your own crossword puzzles
– Purchased online

http://www.purposegames.com/
http://practicequiz.com/


Crosswordweaver.com
• Crossword Weaver® only (USD $39.95, or $29.95 with educational discount.)

1-2-3 Word Search Maker™ only ($24.95, or $18.71 with educational 
discount)

• Crossword Weaver™ and 1-2-3 Word Search Maker™ bundle (save $5.00

• Please select the delivery method:
• (All delivery methods let you unlock the downloadable demo immediately 

after purchasing.)
•

Download only — Free!
• CD via US First Class Mail or air mail — $4.95 plus $3.95 S&H
• CD via US Priority Mail — $4.95 plus $7.95 S&H

http://crosswordweaver.com/


• I do anything and everything I can!!
• Remind them of the costs of a 

second exam!!
• Change it up!!
• Good luck!!



• Thank you!
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