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MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE PASSES
SURGICAL PATIENT SAFETY LEGISLATION
Boston, September XXX - The Massachusetts legislature passed a law to require certification of all newly hired surgical technologists. Senator Stephen M. Brewer carried this legislation to reduce surgical site infections and their related costs. Hospital infection is estimated to cost $473 million annually in Massachusetts.  The hospital cost per surgical site infection is an estimated $25,546. Surgical technologists next to surgeons during surgical procedures and are the experts on sterility and preventing surgical site infections, yet Massachusetts law did not require surgical technologists to have any education or certification. Certified surgical technologists protect patients and reduce the costs associated with surgical site infections.  Reduction in surgical site infections would save lives and reduce medical costs borne by patients, MassHealth, Commonwealth Care and Health Safety Net.
Benefits of the legislation:

· Ensures surgical technologists are educated and certified;
· Ensures every professional in the operating meets minimal educational standards;
· Reduces surgical site infections;
· Reduces medical costs borne by patients, Medicare, MassHealth, Commonwealth Care and Health Safety Net;
· Increases patient safety; and
· Increases likelihood of successful surgical procedures.
Potential quote for Senator Brewer:

“Each day in Massachusetts, hundreds of surgeries are being performed.   Perhaps, you or a loved one has had surgery recently.  With the increasing the rise of surgical site infections and their associated costs, proper education is vital. Patients can now be assured that everyone in the operating room meets minimum standards.”

# # #

For more information, contact Vanessa Hannemann, Massachusetts Association of Surgical Technologists, at 720-206-5030 or Vanessa.hannemann@ast.org. 
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